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Whitestone Solar Farm  

Planning Inspectorate Application ref. EN0110020 

The Infrastructure Planning (Examination Procedure) Rule 2010 

On 03 July 2026, the Planning Inspectorate issued a decision to accept for 
examination a Development Consent Order Application (the DCO Application) made 
by Whitestone Net Zero Ltd in respect of the Whitestone Solar Farm (the Proposed 
Development).  
 
In issuing that decision, the Planning Inspectorate also issued advice relating to its 
initial observations on the DCO Application. This letter provides a response to that 
advice and is accompanied by the submission of a number of new and updated 
application documents. Appendix A to this letter sets out a detailed response to each 
point raised and identifies where documents have been updated.   
 
In addition to the documents submitted in response to the section 51 and section 55 
advice, the Applicant has submitted additional updated documents following the 
acceptance of the DCO which are all documented in Appendix A to this letter.  
 
The Applicant has also submitted a number of new documents, including:  

- 8.1 Schedule of Changes to the draft Development Consent Order 
[EN0110020/APP/8.1] 

- 8.2 Natural England Statutory Consultation Response [EN0110020/APP/8.2]  
- 8.3 Applicants Response to Section 55 and 51 Advice [EN0110020/APP/8.3] 
- 6.20 Environmental Statement Appendix 6.4.1A: River Condition Assessment 

Reporting Sheets [EN0110020/APP/6.20] 
 
For completeness, the Applicant has also updated the Guide to the Application 
[EN0110020/APP/1.3.1] (clean and tracked). 
 
Yours sincerely, 

Jonathan Thompson 
Director, Whitestone Net Zero Ltd 
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Appendix A – Applicant’s response to Section 51 and Section 55 
 
Document / 
Topic 

Section 51 / 55 Advice Response Revised Document Submitted 

Section 51 Advice 
 
Habitats 
Regulations 
Assessment 
clarifications 

A No Likely Significant Effects 
Report was not submitted with the 
application; the Environmental 
Statement confirmed that there 
were no identified impact pathways 
to European sites and that this had 
been agreed with Natural England. 
The Inspectorate notes that the 
consultation response providing 
explicit agreement on this matter is 
not included in the submission and 
the applicant is requested to 
provide this response. 
 

The Applicant has now provided the 
Natural England response to 
statutory consultation which 
demonstrates the agreement 
between Natural England and the 
Applicant.  

8.2 Natural England Statutory 
Consultation Response 
[EN0110020/APP/8.2]. 

The applicant should also explicitly 
confirm that in-combination effects 
with other projects have been 
considered in reaching the 
conclusion that there are no 
pathways for significant effects. 
 

The Applicant has included specific 
reference to in-combination effects 
in Table 6-2: Topics Scoped out of 
Assessment in ES Volume 2, 
Chapter 6: Biodiversity and 
Nature Conservation 
[EN0110020/APP/6.6.1]. 
 

Updated ES Volume 2, Chapter 
6: Biodiversity and Nature 
Conservation 
[EN0110020/APP/6.6.1] (clean 
and tracked) 

Minor errors 
and omissions 

At Schedule 13 of the draft 
Development Consent Order 
(DCO) (Doc 3.1) will need to 

Corrections have been made 
accordingly within the relevant 
documents, and all changes are 

Updated draft Development 
Consent Order 
[EN0110020/APP/3.1.1] (clean 
































